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APPROVED MINUTES 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
CITY OF WYOMING, MINNESOTA 

JANUARY 9, 2018 
7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Planning Commission Chairman Engstrom called the Regular Meeting of the Wyoming Planning 
Commission of January 9, 2018 to order at 7:00 P.M. 

CALL OF ROLL: 

On a Call of the Roll the following members of the Wyoming Planning Commission were present: 
Judy Coughlin, Matthew Engstrom, Mark Lobermeier, and Ken Meyers. 

Members Absent: Dennis Schilling. 

Also Present: Council Liaison Lisa Iverson and Zoning Administrator Fred Weck. 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

Chairman Engstrom determined a quorum was present. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the Planning Commission on items not on the 
current Agenda.  Items requiring Planning Commission action maybe deferred to staff for research 
and future Planning Commission Agendas if appropriate.” 

No members of the public spoke. 

Chair Engstrom noted that he had just received a letter from Commissioner Meyers, resigning his 
position on the Planning Commission, after serving for 12 years. 

Mayor Iverson thanked Commissioner Meyers for his service to the city. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” of the Wyoming, Minnesota 
Planning Commission for December 12, 2017. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER COUGHLIN, SECONDED BY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER LOBERMEIER, TO APPROVE THE “REGULAR MEETING” 
MINUTES OF THE WYOMING, MINNESOTA PLANNING COMMISSION FOR DECEMBER 12, 
2017. 

Voting Aye: Coughlin, Engstrom, Lobermeier, and Meyers. 
Voting Nay: None 
Abstain: None 

2. Planning Commission Reorganization: 

 a. Chair 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER LOBERMEIER, SECONDED BY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER MEYERS, TO NOMINATE MATTHEW ENGSTROM TO 
SERVE AS CHAIR FOR 2018. 

Voting Aye: Coughlin, Lobermeier, and Meyers. 
Voting Nay: None 
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Abstain: Engstrom 

 b. Vice-Chair 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER LOBERMEIER, SECONDED BY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER MEYERS, TO NOMINATE PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEMBER JUDY COUGHLIN TO SERVE AS VICE-CHAIR FOR 2018.   

Voting Aye: Coughlin, Engstrom, Lobermeier, and Meyers. 
Voting Nay: None 
Abstain: None 

 c. Joint Park Planning Board 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER ENGSTROM, SECONDED BY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER COUGHLIN, TO NOMINATE PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEMBER LOBERMEIER AND PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER SCHILLING TO SERVE ON 
THE JOINT PARK PLANNING BOARD FOR 2018. 

Voting Aye: Coughlin, Engstrom, Lobermeier, and Meyers. 
Voting Nay: None 
Abstain: None 

 d. Meeting Rescheduling 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER COUGHLIN, SECONDED BY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER LOBERMEIER, TO RESCHEDULE THE MEETING 
SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2018 TO THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2018. 

Voting Aye: Coughlin, Engstrom, Lobermeier, and Meyers. 
Voting Nay: None 
Abstain: None 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

3. None. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

4. Planning Commission 2018 Goals, Initiatives, and Priorities 

 a. Zoning Ordinance 

Zoning Administrator Weck reviewed a list of initiatives that he suggested the Commission consider: 
Architectural standards; Shoreland ordinance – controlled access lots; Shoreland ordinance – 
generally; Maximum impervious surface area.  He asked for Commission input on any others they 
would like to add, before it is submitted to the Council. 

 b. Comprehensive Plan Update 

Commissioner Lobermeier stated the Comprehensive Plan came to the top of his list, not necessarily 
in relation to zoning. He stated that he would like to see more of a small area plan that would be 
easier to implement and would like to see an EDA partnership with regard to the Comprehensive 
Plan.   

Chair Engstrom stated something that has come out of the Comprehensive Plan update process is 
looking at the downtown area and looking more closely at the current ordinances.  He gave the 
example of the setbacks for the dental office that recently went in. He stated that he would suggest 
that manure dumping be added to the list of goals and initiatives. 

Zoning Administrator Weck stated in reference to the incident Chair Engstrom is alluding to, the City 
did contact the MPCA and they were doing something wrong.  They also contacted the party that 
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had the biosolids permit and it was basically too much at one time.  Since they made those phone 
calls and informed them, there has not been an odor problem again.   

Chair Engstrom stated if the manure issue has been handled, then it doesn’t need to be added to the 
2018 Goals, Initiatives, and Priorities and suggested that the Commission “play it by nose” to see if 
it needs to be added back in the spring. 

5. Ordinance Review – Architectural Standards 

The Commission reviewed the packet, looked at pictures of buildings and discussed other cities 
ordinances.   

Chair Engstrom stated that most of the materials and buildings that the Commission liked did not 
have visible fasteners.   

Commissioner Lobermeier stated that he thinks the Commission should start by looking at the 
existing zoning districts.  He feels the standards need to be narrowed as to where this standard is 
applied.  For example, a pole barn type structure would be fine in agricultural zoning.  

Council Liaison Iverson stated that she attended the EDA meeting last night and there was a 
discussion surrounding trying to define where the “city” is. She stated that the EDA also mentioned 
working with the Planning Commission to address some of these issues moving forward.   

Commissioner Lobermeier stated that he thinks the adjacent buildings need to be incorporated so 
there is consistency.  He cited the example of the updated church near Liquor Works.  They changed 
their façade and he thinks it would be a good one to consider when discussing the liquor store, 
because it was done well, because it fits the area.   

Commissioner Coughlin read a portion from Columbus’ exceptions and an example from Lakeville 
(section G) that she liked because they provide some leeway, but make it clear it has to look good 
and puts the burden on the applicant to comply. 

Chair Engstrom stated he agreed with Commissioner Lobermeier that the Commission should look 
at the overall ordinance and not just focus on allowing the new material for this applicant, but noted 
there is a deadline for the Rick’s Liquor application that needs to be addressed.  He suggests 
clarifying that metal style siding could be used as long as the fasteners are hidden and corrosion 
free, so it isn’t just galvanized or bare steel.   

Zoning Administrator Weck stated the Commission should be cautious in discussion specific to Rick’s 
Liquor or another applicant, because it is unfair, since they are not present. He stated had made a 
proposal and it is up to the Council and Planning Commission to say yes or no.  He suggested 
perhaps putting Rick’s Liquor back on a future agenda to discuss some of these specific suggestions 
the Commission has discussed.  

Commissioner Lobermeier questioned how an ordinance could be crafted that addresses evolving 
materials.  He suggested opening the ordinance to allow some of these new materials to be used as 
accents, perhaps in combination with other materials such as glass, brick, block or steel with 
concealed fasteners.  He noted prohibited materials will also need to be addressed.  He stated that 
a fifth class may need to be crafted.  He noted language used in Chisago City’s ordinance stated, “or 
as approved by the City Administrator”, and stated he thinks Wyoming may need something similar.  

The Commission discussed spending some time cleaning up and clarifying the wording of the 
ordinance that talks about the visibility of structures from public roadways.   

Zoning Administrator Weck stated what he was hearing the Commission say that there should be a 
differentiation between the city center districts and the others. 

Commissioner Coughlin stated quite a few of the buildings that the Commission liked the look of were 
located in River Falls.  She suggested looking at River Falls ordinance to see their specific wording 
to see how those buildings given as examples in the packet, were allowed.   
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Zoning Administrator Weck stated he will look at River Falls’ ordinance and create a rough draft of 
some of the discussion tonight as a place to start for the next meeting.  He stated that Rick’s Liquor 
is scheduled to come back on March 7, 2018, but noted the Commission could bring them back 
earlier if they felt it would be helpful. 

Chair Engstrom stated he feels the Commission is ready to invite Rick’s Liquor back and share some 
of the discussion on materials with them.  He stated that the Commission can give some feedback 
to Rick’s Liquor on materials and usage. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

6. Comprehensive Plan – Discussion and Planner Survey 

Zoning Administrator Weck explained the Park Board and the EDA met last night and provided 
feedback at their sections of the Comprehensive Plan. He asked for the Commissioners to submit 
their information on suggested edits to him so he can pull it all together and submit it to WSB.  

Commissioner Coughlin suggested it would be helpful for WSB to listen to the tapes from the 
Planning Commission meeting where the Comprehensive Plan was discussed.   

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 

UPDATES:   

Commissioner Coughlin asked why the Commission members needed to have City e-mails. 

Zoning Administrator Weck stated that it is a legal compliance issue.  He explained that if there were 
to be some kind of lawsuit that would allow the lawyers to look at just the relative e-mails of City 
related business, and not have access to all personal e-mails.   

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER MEYER, SECONDED BY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER COUGHLIN, TO ADJOURN THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE WYOMING, MINNESOTA PLANNING COMMISSION FOR JANUARY 9, 2018 AT 8:11 P.M. 

Voting Aye: Coughlin, Engstrom, Lobermeier, and Meyers. 
Voting Nay: None 
Abstain: None 


