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SNOW & ICE SUBORDINATE POLICIES 
Revised 2/20/18 

 
 Snowfall of less than 2" general snowplowing may not be necessary and normal ice control procedures may be adequate to 

produce safe winter driving conditions. The Public Works Superintendent or designated staff may deem plowing necessary 
if a series of less than 2" snowfalls has caused a buildup of snow on City streets. 
 

 The Public Works Superintendent or approved designee will decide when to begin snow and ice control operations. The 
basic criteria for that decision are: 

A. Snow accumulation of two inches, with continual snowfall 

B. Drifting of snow may warrant commencement of full or partial operations 

C. Icy conditions which seriously affect travel 

D. Time of the snowfall in relationship to critical travel times 
 

 Personal Property on City Right Of Way - The City of Wyoming will not be responsible for any obstructions within the City 
Right of Way. This includes but not limited to vehicles, fences, marker stakes, posts, sprinkler heads, decorative rocks, 
landscape blocks or timbers. During the winter it may be necessary to wing back snow banks on to the right of way. Right 
of way obstructions will hamper these operations, and the city will not be responsible for any damage to any such objects. 

 

 Assisting Stranded Motorists - The Public Works Department may assist stranded motorists by contacting law 
enforcement/emergency personnel. Public Works personnel will not attempt to remove stuck vehicles from ditches, snow 
banks or any other impediment. 

 

 Garbage & Recycling Containers - Efficient snow plowing requires that garbage and recycling containers be accessible for 
pick-up and placed off street to allow snow removal. The container(s) may be placed in the driveway to meet both of these 
requirements. It is the responsibility of the resident to see that the containers are located so as not to interfere with snow 
removal. These containers will not be repaired or replaced if damaged during City snow removal. (Ordinance Sec 34-102e 
– There shall be no temporary obstructions, such as garbage containers, rubbish, etc, placed on the boulevard or street in 
such a manner as to interfere with snow plowing operations by the city.) 

 

 Driveways - One of the most frequent and irritable problems in removal of snow from public streets is the snow deposited 
in driveways during plowing operations. Snow being accumulated on the plow blade has no place to go but in the driveway. 
The amount of snow deposited in the driveways be significant but is unavoidable due to the nature of snow removal. The 
depth of snow in any given driveway is proportional to the depth of the given snowfall. The City will not clean driveways 
based on financial restraints and available personnel. 

 

 Plowing Across Public Streets Per MN Statue 160.2715(A)(1) - It is unlawful to plow snow from a private driveway across any 
public roadway. Piles of snow left on or near the road can freeze into a solid mass creating a hazard to public safety issue. 
Piles of snow increase the chance of drifting of snow across the roadway impairing public travel. Accidents and damages 
caused by snow piles placed in the roadway may result in liability to the property owner. 
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 City Trails & Sidewalks - The City will maintain designated pedestrian trails and sidewalks Monday through Friday, 7 am to 
3:30 pm. All other sidewalks are the responsibility of the owners and/or occupants. Trails/sidewalks are normally plowed 
when the measured snowfall depth exceeds one inch and will commence as soon reasonably possible as traffic safety is 
paramount. Designated trails and sidewalks will be cleared of accumulated snow, but will not be maintained to a "bare 
pavement" condition. Handwork will not be performed and surface irregularities and slippery conditions may result. No 
sanding or ice control will be performed.  
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 Mailboxes - Where mailboxes are placed adjacent to the street it shall be the policy of the city that snow be plowed as close 
as practicable to the curb to allow for the passage of traffic and mail delivery. It shall be the responsibility of the property 
owner or resident to keep piled snow away from mailboxes so mail can be delivered. Where damage to the mailbox occurs, 
the Public Works Supervisor or designee shall investigate such damage to insure the design conforms to U.S. Postal Service 
specifications and was sound in structure. If it is determined that the weight of the snow caused the damage, the City will 
not assume responsibility for the repair of the mailbox. Where evidence indicates that physical contact between the plow 
and the mailbox occurred, the City will replace the mailbox with a swing-away mailbox. Mailbox damage must be reported 
to the Public Works Department within 72 hours for verification 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


