UNAPPROVED  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF WYOMING, MINNESOTA

May 19, 2008

6:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:

Michael Thomas, Planning Commission Chairman, called the Special Meeting of the Wyoming Planning Commission to order for May 19, 2008 to order at 6:00 P.M.

CALL OF ROLL:

On a Call of the Roll the following members of the Wyoming Planning Commission were present:  Chairman Michael Thomas, Commission Members, Frank Salava, Richard Gleason, PJ Richardson and Council Member Liaison Tom LaBarre

Absent: Meyers

Also Present: City Administrator Craig Mattson and City Staff Member Robb Linwood 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM:



The Planning Commission Chairman determined a Quorum was present.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

OPEN FORUM:

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the Planning Commission on items not on the current Agenda.  Items requiring Planning Commission action maybe deferred to staff for research and future Planning Commission Agendas if appropriate.”  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
1 Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” of the Wyoming, Minnesota Planning Commission for April 7, 2008.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER GLEASON, SECONDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER SALAVA, TO APPROVE THE “REGULAR MEETING” MINUTES OF THE WYOMING, MINNESOTA PLANNING COMMISSION FOR APRIL 7, 2008

Voting Aye: Gleason, Salava, Richardson and Thomas

Voting Nay:  None

Abstain:  

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS:  

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS

2.  Public Hearing Rezone of Xccent Property

John Matheson was present to give some background on Xccent and their request of a rezone.  Xccent is a Plastic Molding company.  Their four main areas of business are as follows

1.  Vinyl Coating of Playground Equipment.

2.  Design and Manufacturing of Playground equipment.

3.  Exterior Decking with Vinyl coatings.

4.  Coating of Medical equipment.

Business began in 1976 and was purchased by Mr. Matheson in November of 2006.  There proposed facility will be around 100,000 square feet.  Some of the major concerns about the business when it was rezoned at the township were the following.  These concerns have been addressed and should not be problematic.  250th street will not be an access to the business with the newly proposed 257th street, the building will be located on the north side of the property, the property will be bermed and have numerous trees and plantings for screening.  

PLANNING COMMISSION OPENS PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:07PM

NO PUBLIC COMMENT

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:07PM
The Planning Commission asked if there were any other problems with the rezone when it was through the township proceedings.  Mr. Matheson commented he believed “no”, just the three issues that he had brought up, no access of 250th street, the building on the north end of property, and proper screening and landscaping.  

The Planning Commission explains that the proposed Comprehensive plan between the city and township changed the land use where Xccent to allow a business of its kind on that parcel.  They believe the new zoning would be a proper fit for the development.  The Planning Commission would like to also reference the Township and City’s memorandum of understanding on the project.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER RICHARDSON, SECONDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER SALAVA, TO APPROVE THE REZONE OF THE PROPETY OWNED BY XCCENT, LLC FROM “R-1” RESIDENTIAL TO “I” PLANNED INDUSTRIAL ALONG WITH REFERENCING THE MEOMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY AND TOWNSHIP IN REGARDS TO APPROVAL OF THIS REZONE FOR XCCENT

Voting Aye:  Gleason, Richardson, Salava, and Thomas

Voting Nay:  None
3.  Public Hearing Conditional Use Permit (CUP) “Shake the Weight”

Representatives from “Shake the Weight” were present to ask for a conditional use permit for their business located at 26537 Forest  Blvd Suite #9 at Oak Point Center.  The owner explained that the business would consist of food preparation of Shakes and Tea, retail sales of nutritional supplements, and health consultations along with classes.

PLANNING COMMISSION OPENS PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:16PM

NO PUBLIC COMMENT

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 7:16PM

The Planning Commission confirmed the Conditional Use Permit was necessary just because the business was preparing food.  The planning commission asked if they would have signage above the business.  The Applicant said “yes”  

The Planning Commission had some concern on number of parking spaces at the center.  They asked the owner, John Bergum how many spaces were at the building?  He responded 57 spaces with 14 in the back and 43 in the front.  The Planning Commission also wanted to know how large the building was.  They were informed 10,400 sq. ft.  

The Planning Commission believes that the parking is adequate, but believes if the business were to expand the Planning Commission should review the number of spaces.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER GLEASON, SECONDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER SALAVA, TO APPROVE THE A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR THE BUSINESS “SHAKE THE WEIGHT” LOCATED AT 26537 FOREST BLVD SUITE #9.

Voting Aye:  Gleason, Richardson, Salava, and Thomas

Voting Nay:  None
NEW BUSINESS

5.  North Lakes Academy – Concept Plan

Present from North Lakes Academy – Charlie Schumacher and Jackie Saunders

Present from Kodet Architecture – Ken Stone and Joan Bren 

Ken Stone from Kodet Architecture was present to discuss the project.

Lakes Area Academy is currently a middle school housing grades 6-9 with a population of 200 students.  They will be expanding to a 5-12 school with an anticipated population of 420 students by 2011.

They would like to begin construction this fall.  The parcel they are looking at is 14 acres with approximately 7.4 buildable acres.  They believe that this is a great site for their school.  It is across from Wyoming Elementary school, close to Fairview Hospital, gives them great visibility from Highway 61, Heims lake is a great feature for the property and they believe that it is a great residential buffer.  They will be building the school with the possibility of expansion to the east, and they have set up separate areas for bus traffic and parent drop-off.  On the concept plan they have 127 Parking spaces, and they will adjust the amount based on city ordinances.  They will have athletic fields on the premises as well.  The floor plan of the school will consist a entrance area on the south side of the building, with a classroom area in the middle of the building, and then a gymnasium on the north side.  It will be a 2-story building consisting of 42,000 square feet on the main level and second level consisting of 19,000 square feet.  The school will be made with high-end materials mostly of brick and glazing that will fit in the surrounding environment. 

Jackie Saunders of North Lakes Academy explained that they are a charter school not a district school, but they are public.  She explained at some point with expansion they could also look to take on grades K – 4.  

The Planning Commission liked the project, but had some concerns on the access areas for the bus drop-off and the family drop-off.  The PC believes they will have to plan for more a parking area if they ever plan on expansion of the building. The planning commission discussed that when completing the comprehensive plan that the city would allow new schools.  The property was distinguished as a medical office area in the comprehensive plan, but is currently zoned R-1 Single family residential and public schools are permitted.  The Planning Commission communicated North Lakes Academy to make sure they don’t have any shoreline issues with Heims Lake.  The Planning Commission wanted to know how a student gets into the school.  North Lakes responded that they are a public school and that the tax dollars follow a student to the school.  They have access to some state money some levy money, but not like a normal school district.  She explains that North Lakes will also have athletic programs as well.  They believe they will have soccer in the fall, basketball and volleyball in the winter and softball and baseball in the spring, fencing is a possibility, and academic extracurricular as well like future problem solving and robot battles.

North Lakes explains they need a reason to be chartered.  Their specific area or approach is they are a “college prep” school or focus on post secondary preparedness.  The Planning Commission thanks North Lakes Academy for coming and believes they should go on and present their concept to the City Council.  

OLD BUSINESS
6.  URSA Major – Outside Building Materials

Dennis Stoffels was present to ask for approval for his outside building materials for his building located at 26615 Fallbrook Ave.  Mr. Stoffels explains his new plan that he is presenting will be a stucco paneling with a brick wrap around on the bottom of the front smaller building that is most visible to Fallbrook Ave.  The rest of the building will be a steel panel with a white roof.  Mr. Stoffels said that a hardy siding is not much of an option with the way the building is engineered.  He will also be installing a chain link fence with slats installed on the fence on the front side of building near Fallbrook Ave.and on the back side of the property bordering Faxton Ave.

The Planning Commission believes that the stucco paneling should be allowed since they set a precedent with the Premier Marine Building. The fencing with the slats are a good form of screening, it is consistent with other approvals, applicant has improved the product dramatically, the requests of the planning commission were met and that there is some leeway for the building since it is existing and not new construction.
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER GLEASON, SECONDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER RICHARDSON, TO APPROVE THE OUTSIDE BUILDING MATERIALS FOR URSA MAJOR AS DESCRIBED IN THE PLANS PROVIDED BY THE APPLICANT AND THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION.

Voting Aye:  Gleason, Richardson, Salava, and Thomas

Voting Nay:  None
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER RICHARDSON, SECONDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER SALAVA, TO ADJOURN THE “SPECIAL MEETING” OF THE WYOMING, MINNESOTA PLANNING COMMISSION FOR MAY 19, 2008 AT 7:09 PM  

Voting Aye:  , Gleason, Richardson, Salava, and Thomas

Voting Nay:  None

